Nishu Big Game Award Application/Requirements 

The Nishu Big Game Award is an annual award given to the member harvesting the highest scoring antelope, mule deer, and whitetail deer in North Dakota.  A special award will be given to any member harvesting an elk, bighorn sheep, or moose in North Dakota with bow and arrow.  To be eligible he/she must be a paid member prior to the start of the big game season and in good standing with Nishu Bowmen Archery club.  Animals must be taken with a bow and arrow under the rules of Fair Chase during legal hunting seasons, as well as in accordance with the controlling hunting regulations.

The trophy must be measured in accordance with Pope & Young scoring, including a non-typical category.  However, only one buckle per species will be awarded based on the highest percentage of Pope & Young minimum score.  Velvet and hard horned antlers will be scored equally.  An animal's antlers or horns must dry, at room temperature and normal atmospheric humidity in an unaltered state, for a period of at least 30 days after the date of harvest to be officially measured.  The awards will be selected by the board of directors.  Minimum scores of all categories must be 80% of P&Y to qualify are; Antelope: 53.6, Whitetail deer: 100 – typical, 124 - non-typical. Mule deer: 116 – typical, 136 - non-typical. 

If the final score meets or exceeds the established minimum score requirements for that species, the following rules must be followed and listed materials supplied for recognition of the Nishu Big Game Award:
1. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure all forms are submitted to the Nishu board.

2. Applications must be submitted on or before the monthly Nishu board meeting prior to the yearly awards banquet.

3. Scoring form completed by the official measurer.

4. Fair Chase Affidavit completed by the hunter. 

5. A field photo, if available, is beneficial to include.

“Fair Chase” Affidavit

Simply defined, fair chase is the ethical, sportsmanlike, and lawful pursuit of free-ranging wild game animals in a manner which does not give the hunter an improper or unfair advantage over the animal.  It does, however, extend beyond the hunt itself; it is an attitude and a way of life based in a deep-seated respect for wildlife, for the environment, and for other individuals who share the bounty of this vast continent's natural resources.

The term "Fair Chase" shall not include the taking of animals under the following conditions:
1. Helpless in a trap, deep snow or water, or on ice. 

2. From any power vehicle or power boat. 

3. By "jacklighting" or shining at night. 

4. By the use of any tranquilizers or poisons. 

5. While inside escape-proof fenced enclosures. 

6. By the use of any power vehicles or power boats for herding or driving animals, including use of aircraft to land alongside or to communicate with or direct a hunter on the ground. 

7. By the use of electronic devices for attracting, locating, or pursuing game or guiding the hunter to such game or by the use of a bow or arrow to which any electronic device is attached. 

8. Any other condition considered by the Board of Directors as unacceptable. 

Signature: _______________________________________ 
        Date: ______________

